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IN THE CLAIMS ; 
Please Amend The Claims as Follows: 

1. (Amended) A method for validating that an identifier is unique within an 
ad-hoc network of machines, said identifier being associated with an application for 
execution on one or more of the machines, the method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining automatically said identifier from a sha red resource pool of the 
network; 

sending a claim request for said identifier to at least one machine in said 
network of machines; and 

validating said identifier as unique to said application if an invalidation 
message is not received within a predefined time period, said invalidation 
message being indicative of said identifier being allocated to one of said 
machines. 

2. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said network is a 
multi-link network. 

3. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1, further characterized by a 
number of operative machines on the network being unknown. 

4. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 2, further characterized by a 
number of operative machines on the network being unknown. 

5. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the step of sending is 
repeated at least once within said predefined time period. 
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6. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 2, further characterized by said 
identifier being validated as unique for a pre-defined duration. 

7. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the step of sending is 
characterized by at least one of said machines receiving said claim request and 
thereafter propagating said claim request to at least one other of said machines. 

8. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein said claim request is 
provided in a claim requesting message that includes said identifier and information 
identifying said application. 

9. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein said validating step is 
further characterized by one of said machines, operating as a receiving machine, 
providing said invalidation message if upon receipt of said claim request the receiving 
machine has a prior claim to said identifier. 

10. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 9, wherein said validating step is 
further characterized by said invalidation message being .routed to said claim 
requesting machine by use of network addresses. 

11. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein during said sending at 
least one of said machines operates both as a receiving machine that receives said claim 
request and thereafter operates as a propagating machine thereby sending said 
invalidation message to at least one other of said machines. 

12. (Amended) A method for validating that an identifier is unique within an 
ad-hoc network of machines, said identifier being associated with an application for 
execution on one or more of the machines, the method comprising the steps of: 
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obtaining automatically said identifier from a shared resource pool of the 
network; 

sending a claim request for said identifier from a claim requesting 
machine, that is one of said machines, to at least one other machine in said 
network of machines; and 

validating said identifier as unique to said application if said requesting 
machine does not receive an invalidation message within a predefined time 
period, said invalidation message being indicative of said identifier being 
allocated to one of said machines. 

13. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein said network is a 
multi-link network, 

14. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 12, further characterized by a 
number of operative machines on the network being unknown. 

15. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 13, further characterized by a 
number of operative machines on the network being unknown. 

16. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the step of sending is 
repeated at least once within said predefined time period. 

17. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 13, further characterized by said 
identifier being validated as unique for a pre-defined duration. 

18* (Original) A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the step of sending is 
characterized by at least one of said machines receiving said claim request and 
thereafter propagating said claim request to at least one other of said machines. 
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19. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein said claim request is 
provided in a claim requesting message that includes said identifier and information 
identifying said application. 

20. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein said validating step 
is further characterized by one of said machines, operating as a receiving machine, 
providing said invalidation message if upon receipt of said claim request the receiving 
machine has a prior claim to said identifier, 

21. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 20, wherein said validating step 
is further characterized by said invalidation message being routed to said claim 
requesting machine by use of network addresses. 

22. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein during said sending 
at least one of said machines operates both as a receiving machine that receives said 
claim request and thereafter operates as a propagating machine thereby sending said 
invalidation message to at least one other of said machines. 

23. (Amended) A claim requesting machine for operation in an ad-hoc 
network of machines, wherein in use the claim requesting machine effects the steps of: 

obtaining automatically said identifier from a shared resource pool of the 
network, said identifier being for an application associated with said claim 
requesting machine; 

sending a claim request for to at least one other machine in said network 
of machines; and 

validating said identifier as unique to said application if said requesting 
machine does not receive an invalidation message within a predefined time 
period, said invalidation message being indicative of said ■ identifier being 
allocated to one of said machines. 
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24 (Original) A claim requesting machine as claimed in claim 23, wherein 
said network is a multi-link network. 

25. (Amended) A a rothod claim req uesting machine as claimed in claim 23, 
further characterized by a number of operative machines on the network being 
unknown. 

26, (Amended) A saethodr claim requesting machine as claimed in claim 24, 
further characterized by a number of operative machines on the network being 



unknown. 



6 



PAGE 1 W13 4 RCVD AT 1 1/18/2004 5:50:38 PM [Eastern Standard Tone] 4 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF.1/1 4 DN1S:8729306 a CSID:18475763750 * DURATION (mm-ss):03<J4 



